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He was an avid sportsman. In October 1973,
Schirra was part of a group that purchased 29
acres west of Fort Morgan near the Platte
River for use as a sportsman’s club.

He also once hosted a television series
called The Outdoor Life. In May 1978, he was
named host of a weekly public affairs tele-
vision program on then KOA Channel 4
called Scope with Wally Schirra.

Schirra was active in Colorado Republican
politics. In 1972, he was master of ceremonies
for a downtown Denver rally for then-Vice
President Spiro Agnew. In 1979, he was an
honorary chairman for Ronald Reagan’s
presidential campaign in Colorado.

In the early 1970s, his civic work included
crusades for the Colorado chapter of the
American Cancer Society to an organizing
committee that tried unsuccessfully to bring
the winter Olympics to Colorado.

HONORING DAVID KNIGHT UPON
HIS RETIREMENT

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 7, 2007

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate the impending retire-
ment of David Knight as the Sonoma County
Director of Transportation and Public Works,
and to celebrate the time he has spent as a
public servant for the people of the County.
Dave has been Director of the Department for
over 4 years, following a 10-year tenure as
Deputy Director and has been with the Depart-
ment for a total of 28 years.

During Dave’s time with the Department,
Sonoma County has changed in many ways,
and many of the improvements we have seen
have been accomplished with his valuable
guidance and leadership. When he first arrived
at the County in 1979 as a young transpor-
tation planner, Dave was tasked with devel-
oping a new transit system. | was pleased to
work with Dave to help bring sustainable and
environmentally sound transportation pro-
grams and projects to our community. With
Dave’s help, Santa Rosa’s bus fleet has
evolved from one with just a few, diesel
buses, to a fleet that is entirely powered by
Compressed Natural Gas. It is still one of a
relative few fleets in the State that are 100
percent alternatively-fueled. While the need for
a cleaner environment and energy independ-
ence has been apparent to most of us for
some time, few transit agencies have been as
responsive in addressing these imperatives,
as has Sonoma County Transit under Dave’s
leadership. And now, the County is beginning
to use methane gas captured at a County
landfill to power County cars with the hope
that it may one day be a source for our buses
and other fleet vehicles.

That Dave has been a forward-thinking
leader in public works can be evidenced in
other ways, as well. Along with Marin County
officials, Dave and other Sonoma County lead-
ers recognized the benefits of public owner-
ship of the Northwestern Pacific Railroad right-
of-way; worked years ago to get it into public
hands before its cost skyrocketed, and this
corridor will almost certainly now be used to
operate the SMART (Sonoma-Marin Area Rail
Transit) rail system which will relieve conges-
tion, clean the air, and improve the quality of
life of all those who must now depend on the
horribly congested Highway 101.
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And under Dave’s stewardship, a network of
intermodal facilities and park and ride lots
have been built that are also enhancing transit
and car-pool opportunities for the citizens of
Sonoma County, and in so doing, relieving
congestion on Highway 101.

That Dave is among the nation’s more inno-
vative municipal public works directors would
come as no surprise to those who know him.
He received a masters degree in Urban and
Regional Planning and was an early advocate
of sustainability, which he defines, as well as
anybody I've heard, as “making sure that what
we do today doesn’t reduce opportunities for
people in the future.”

Sonoma County has been fortunate that
David Knight has spent most of his career
working closely with our Board of Supervisors
in helping to fashion and implement so many
municipal improvements. We will miss him, but
know that along with Pat, his wife of 28 years,
he will enjoy an active retirement residing in
the County and continue to contribute to the
civic fabric that makes Sonoma such a won-
derful place to live and work . . . thanks to
Dave!

———

REGARDING CO-SPONSORSHIP OF
H. CON. RES. 7

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 7, 2007

Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
regards to H. Con. Res. 7, the Darfur Part-
ner’s for Peace Act, which calls on the League
of Arab States and each Member State indi-
vidually to acknowledge the genocide in the
Darfur region of Sudan and to step up their ef-
forts to stop it.

On April 26, 2007 the House passed my bill
by a vote of 425-1.

Because House rules prohibit the addition of
additional co-sponsors to a bill once the
House has passed a bill, | am not able to for-
mally add eight Members of Congress as co-
sponsors of this legislation.

| ask that the record show that Ms.
BORDALLO of Guam, Mr. SESTAK of Pennsyl-
vania, Mr. LEVIN of Michigan, Ms. DELAURO of
Connecticut, Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts, Mr.
SALAZAR of Colorado, Mr. TIERNEY of Massa-
chusetts, and Ms. LOFGREN of California are in
support of my bill and should be considered
by this body as co-sponsors of H. Con. Res.
7.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO DIANE
PERAZA

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 7, 2007

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Diane Peraza, who is being recog-
nized as a distinguished and devoted profes-
sional in her field.

According to her colleagues Diane Peraza is
an outstanding member of the nursing staff at
Desert Springs Hospital. Diane displays a car-
ing attitude while focusing not only on the
health of her patients, but their holistic needs
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as well. Diane represents quality nursing care
and she also demonstrates a respectful man-
ner towards her patients and their families.
She is highly motivated and continually ex-
presses a desire to excel in her profession as
a healthcare provider. Diane’s entire nursing
career has been defined by a commitment to
excellence and dedication to serving the pa-
tients first. Her positive attitude and sincerity
are evident to her colleagues as she promotes
team work and unit excellence.

Madam Speaker it is my honor to recognize
Diane Peraza for her service for Desert
Springs Hospital and our community. Her pro-
fessional expertise and caring nature have
greatly enriched the lives of those in the Las
Vegas community. | commend Diane for her
efforts and commitment to her patients and to
our community. | wish her well in her contin-
ued efforts as an outstanding nurse.

—————

TRIBUTE TO DR. FRITZ BRUENING

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 7, 2007

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, today | would
like to recognize the accomplishments of Dr.
Fritz Bruening. Dr. Bruening is the 2007 recipi-
ent of the Jack Hamady Good Scout Award
from the Burton Rotary Club. He will receive
the award at a luncheon on May 10th.

Dr. Bruening graduated from high school in
Decorah, lowa, where he was a member of
the wrestling team, the Honor Society and Val-
edictorian of his graduating class. He contin-
ued his education at Notre Dame University,
where he was the captain of the wrestling
team, graduated Cum Laude and was award-
ed a Bachelor of Science degree.

After completing his studies at the University
of lowa, School of Medicine, Dr. Bruening fin-
ished his internships at Good Samaritan Hos-
pital and East Mesa Emergency Center in Ari-
zona. His residency in Ophthalmology was
completed at North Carolina Baptist Hospital
and Wake Forest Medical Center, where he
was Chief Resident from 1984—-1985.

In 1994 Dr. Bruening relocated to Flint,
Michigan, and joined the Park Eye and
SurgiCenter after 6 years in private practice in
Winston-Salem, North Carolina. At the time he
was one of a handful of surgeons capable of
performing the Clear Cornea cataract surgery.
He has subsequently published two articles,
“Clear Cornea Surgery” in the March issue of
the Genesee County Medical Society Bulletin
and “Placement of a Secondary Foldable
Intraocular Lens over a Capsule Remnant” in
the August issue of the Journal of Cataract
and Refractive Surgery.

Dr. Bruening has devoted countless hours
to assisting the indigent and working poor. He
continues to take referrals from optometrists to
perform surgeries on patients without insur-
ance and incapable of paying. He counts the
restoration of sight to a man that had not been
able to see for 20 years as his greatest
achievement.

Madam Speaker, | ask the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in congratulating Dr.
Fritz Bruening as he receives the Jack
Hamady Good Scout Award from the Burton
Rotary Club.
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ON THE DEATH OF SERGEANT
MICHAEL VAUGHAN

HON. DARLENE HOOLEY

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 7, 2007

Ms. HOOLEY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the sacrifice and honor the loss
of SGT Michael Vaughan. Answering the call
of service, Michael enlisted in the U.S. Army
while still completing studies at Taft High
School. Unlike his peers, he spent his post-
graduation summer learning the profession of
arms. After boot camp and advanced training,
Michael Vaughan worked hard to live up to the
standards of the paratroopers.

Just a few weeks ago, Sergeant Vaughan
and eight other paratroopers with the famed
82nd Airborne were killed when a suicide
bomber attacked their compound in Sadah,
Iraq. These brave paratroopers were preparing
for another patrol to keep the civilians in that
small town safe from the emerging violence.

Today, the community of Otis and all of Lin-
coln County, Oregon mourns the passing of
Michael. He was a good-natured young man
that people knew and loved, the kind of son
parents looked to as an example of sincerity,
earnestness, and mostly—of service. Though
he longed for the days when his uniform
would hang in the closet, Sergeant Vaughan
wanted to serve his country before beginning
the rest of his life. Like his father and grand-
father before him, he knew that freedom is
fragile and that someone, somewhere, must
stand the post on the frontier. Sergeant Mi-
chael Vaughan is an example for us all. In his
all too brief twenty years upon this planet, he
established a legacy that cannot—and must
not—be forgotten.

As Memorial Day nears, | ask each of us to
remember the life and purpose of those that
have given their last full measure so that we
could bask in the warmth of life and liberty. |
ask each of us to look inside ourselves and to
ask if we are doing everything we can do to
help these brave men and women. And | ask
each of us to personally commit to seeking the
best answers for the problems we face and to
approach these challenges with the same
dedication to duty, the same selflessness that
Michael Vaughan and his comrades in arms
exemplified. Let us begin anew.

———
TO REAUTHORIZE THE TROPICAL
FOREST CONSERVATION ACT

AND EXPAND THE PROGRAM TO
INCLUDE THE CONSERVATION OF
ALL FORESTS AND CORAL
REEFS AND ASSOCIATED COAST-
AL MARINE RESOUCES

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 7, 2007

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, today | intro-
duce a bill to reauthorize and expand Rob
Portman’s landmark legislation, the Tropical
Forest Conservation Act. This reauthorization
will help developing countries reduce foreign
debt and provide comprehensive environ-
mental preservation programs to protect for-
ests and endangered marine habitats around
the world.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Since enacted in 1998, Tropical Forest Con-
servation Act programs have generated a total
of $135 million over 10 to 25 years to help
conserve 50 million acres of tropical forests in
Asia, the Caribbean, Central and South Amer-
ica. But the rate of deforestation continues to
accelerate across the globe in all types of for-
ests.

Similarly alarming is the rapid rate of coral
reef and coastal exploitation. The burden of
foreign debt falls especially hard on the small-
est of nations, such as island nations in the
Caribbean and Pacific. With few natural re-
sources, these nations often resort to har-
vesting or otherwise exploiting coral reefs and
other marine habitats to earn hard currency to
service foreign debt. According to the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 60
percent of the world’s coral reefs may be de-
stroyed by the year 2050 if the present rate of
destruction continues.

The Forest and Coral Conservation Act will
credit qualified developing nations for each
dollar spent on a comprehensive reef preser-
vation or management program designed to
protect these unique ecosystems from deg-
radation. This legislation will make available
resources for environmental stewardship that
would otherwise be of the lowest priority in a
developing country. It will reduce debt by in-
vesting locally in programs that will strengthen
indigenous economies by creating long-term
management policies that will preserve the
natural resources upon which local commerce
is based.

Madam Speaker, this legislation has enor-
mous consequences for the existence of crit-
ical ecosystems, the health of our planet, and
the livelihoods of millions of people across the
globe. | am proud to introduce the Forest and
Coral Conservation Act, which will help pre-
serve the world’'s most precious natural re-
sources.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO JULIE
WILBUR

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 7, 2007

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Julie Wilbur, a Registered Nurse who
has distinguished herself as an outstanding
and devoted professional in her field.

Julie Wilbur is a nurse at Spring Valley Hos-
pital. She has over 20 years of nursing experi-
ence and she presently serves as the Charge
Nurse of General Medicine and Surgery, Julie
has a diverse knowledge of her subject area
and is efficient and dependable. Julie has par-
ticipated in a number of professional develop-
ment training courses such as the Construc-
tive Criticism Communication Course and Epi-
dural Pain Management Course. Julie is also
active as a member in the Academy Med-Sur-
gical Nurses Chapter #413 and as a com-
mittee member of the Shared Governance
Spring Valley Hospital Coordinating Council.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to honor Julie
Wilbur. Over her 20 years in the nursing field,
she has greatly enriched countless lives. |
commend her hard work, dedication and com-
mitment as a health care provider to the resi-
dents of Southern Nevada.
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TRIBUTE TO THE CHATTANOOGA
BAR ASSOCIATION

HON. ZACH WAMP

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 7, 2007

Mr. WAMP. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the works of the Chattanooga Bar Asso-
ciation in my hometown of Chattanooga, Ten-
nessee, and join them in celebrating the
CBA’s upcoming Law Day Luncheon on May
9, 2007. Law Day USA is set aside each year
on May 1st by a joint resolution of Congress
and Presidential proclamation as an occasion
for honoring the place of law in our lives. It is
not a national holiday, nor is it a “lawyer’s
day.” Instead, Law Day is an occasion for all
Americans to learn more about our law, our
legal system, and our rights. It is also a day
to reflect on our legal heritage, our responsibil-
ities as citizens, and the principles of our
democratic government. Law Day has been a
vital part of American life for several genera-
tions. Law Day has celebrated our great herit-
age of liberty, justice and equality under law
since it was first proclaimed in 1958 by Presi-
dent Eisenhower. Law Day gives us the op-
portunity to reflect on how the law protects
and guides America’s quest for equal justice
and equal opportunity, just as it permits us to
express our opinions, select our leaders, wor-
ship where we choose, and pursue our liveli-
hood. Thanks to the freedoms guaranteed by
our Constitution, and protected by our laws
and courts, we American have the oppor-
tunity—unmatched anywhere in the world—to
develop our capabilities to the fullest.

This year, on May 9th, the Chattanooga Bar
Association will honor the legal community of
Chattanooga, Tennessee, with their annual
Law Day Luncheon. The theme of this year's
Law Day USA is “Liberty Under Law: Empow-
ering Youth, Assuring Democracy.” The fea-
tured speaker is Bill Curry. Mr. Curry is an
ESPN analyst, a legendary college/pro football
coach, and the Executive Director of The
Baylor School’s Leadership Baylor Program.
Curry says he has “been smitten” with the
study of leadership since he was a young
child. “I was one of those hyperaggressive
boys who had too much energy and my teach-
ers had to find ways to keep me occupied,”
said Curry. He recalled one teacher in par-
ticular who propped him in a corner next to a
shelf loaded with biographies of U.S. historical
figures and he proceeded to soak up the sto-
ries of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson,
Lou Gehrig and many others. “l was absorbed
with study of leadership, and | decided | want-
ed to find out what made these people tick.
How could Helen Keller do what she did?
What could | do to be an effective leader my-
self? Leadership has been a passion almost
as long as | can remember,” said Curry.

During the luncheon, the Chattanooga Bar
Association will honor Paul Neely with the
2007 “Liberty Bell Award.” This award, given
to a person who is not in the legal profession,
is one of the Chattanooga Bar Association’s
highest honors. The purpose of the “Liberty
Bell Award” is to recognize community service
that has strengthened the American system of
freedom under law. In selecting the recipient
of this award, the Chattanooga Bar Associa-
tion considers activities which (1) promote a
better understanding of our Constitution and
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